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Cynthia Randina, Hopatcong Superintendent of Schools, Announces -     
 
For the second year in a row the students of Tulsa Trail Elementary School are being given the 
opportunity to be a part of a school wide peer program called Best Buddies. Special Education 
teacher Mrs. Ashley Miller initiated Best Buddies last year as a way for her students in the Multiply 
Disabled classroom to build friendships with their non-disabled peers. This peer lead group is an 
extraordinary way to bring together a wide variety of students to foster friendships, work on social 
skills, and to build independence. “The response I received from all of the students throughout the 
school was overwhelming. Almost every student in Tulsa Trail wants to be a part of Best Buddies and 
their knowledge, acceptance, and interest in my students grows daily.” Best Buddies are assigned for 
specific days and then assist the students in Mrs. Miller’s class during recess and lunch. This provides 
time for the students to model appropriate social interactions in a fun and non-intrusive way. As the 
school year moves forward, the Best Buddies will also assist Mrs. Miller’s class with academic and 
more specific social skills work. “My students have responded very well to Best Buddies. They are 
being provided the opportunity to build one to one friendships and get excited when the rest of the 
school includes them. The genuine interest and care that our Best Buddies show is something that all 
of the students should be proud of!” 
 
For more information on Best Buddies International, please visit www.bestbuddies.org 

 

mailto:jwalker@hopatcongschools.org
http://www.bestbuddies.org/

	Cynthia Randina, Hopatcong Superintendent of Schools, Announces -

